Service and Servant Leadership at Catholic Memorial School

Catholic Memorial School’s Director of Campus Ministry Brian Scott teaches students in his upper-level
leadership class each year the concept of “servant leadership.” “By being attentive to the needs of
those who we serve,” he tells students, “we will help them benefit their community.”

It's that notion of servant leadership, coupled with a community spirit that permeates the West Roxbury
campus of CM, that drew 350 students to participate in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk
on October 4, raising over $30,000 in the process.
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“Over 300 kids from CM out there, all wearing their red shirts, it just looked great,” recalled junior
Brendan Greene. “It makes everyone feel good.”

Lorenzo Warren, a senior, added: “I had an aunt who had suffered from breast cancer. Seeing her go
through all the stages of chemo, and everything, just motivated me to do the Walk.”

Joe Warren, a senior who is one of Mr. Scott’s students, noted: “At the end of the day you know that
you’re helping people, and doing something for a bigger cause than yourself.”



Mr. Scott’s students take both servant leadership and service to heart in their work in and out of the
classroom. “Fundamentally, we are wired to be in relationships with others,” Scott tells the kids. “And
in being attentive to others we are also serving our own needs as humans.”

It is ideas like these that lead students to leadership at CM. And juniors and seniors become
instrumental in designing service opportunities for themselves and each other.

Over the course of the year, leaders in the National Honor Society think of creative projects that will
inspire their peers to serve in a variety of ways. Freshmen and sophomore retreats bring students to
Cradles to Crayons in Quincy and the Greater Boston Food Bank, where they work behind the scenes to
help serve the rudimentary needs (food and clothing) of the poor in Boston.

Students also choose to venture forth to places like Peru and El Salvador each year on service trips.
“Experiences of solidarity with the poor contribute to our students’ spiritual growth,” says vice principal
Dr. James Keane '82, “and that often becomes the most important thing our students take away from
their CM experience.”

“At CM, service is not just about going and helping out somewhere. We reflect on it in our Theology
classes,” continues Dr. Keane. “We ask, ‘how are we helping?’ and ‘who are we helping?’ And ‘how is
service actually helping us? What is it doing to our character as Christian men?’”

Each spring, seniors venture forth with their Senior Service Projects to spend three months with a non-
profit, hospital or Catholic agency, in service to those in need. Each week, students in grades 7 to 12
work with children and seniors at places like the Casserly House in Roslindale, which offers a variety of
social services, and the Golda Meir House, a senior center in Newton.

Those young Christian men become alumni who continue to develop spiritually and devote their lives to
service.

On November 4, CM president Paul Sheff ’62 honored CM alumni with the inaugural “Vince in Bono
Malum” awards. Among those honored was Peter Trovato, a member of the class of 2000 who started
the Massachusetts Soldiers’ Legacy Fund to aid widows of fallen soldiers and fund their children’s
education. Also honored was Richard Ring ‘64, one of the early principals of Boston’s Pine Street Inn,
who went on to become its executive director for 25 years.

“Although it may seem arbitrary that we require service of our students while they are here,” says Dr.
Keane, “these habits of service develop into a lifelong commitment to the message of the Beatitudes in
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